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Synthesis of thioxanthone photoinitiators and their application
in photopolymerization of acrylates
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Abstract: Two single-component photoinitiators 2-[2-(4-methoxy-phenyl)vinyl]-9H-thioxanthrone-9-one
(CLT1) and 1-(thioxanthen-9-one-2-yl)-3-(3,4-methylenedioxyphenyl)prop-2-en-1-one (CLT2) were synthesized
from reaction of 2-acetylthioxanthon with veratraldehyde and 1,4-benzodioxan-6-formaldehyde, respectively,
and evaluated by means of NMR, HPMS, UV-Vis absorption spectrum, fluorescence emission spectrum,
steady-state photodegradation, TGA and photopolymerization kinetics for property analyses. The results
showed that the molar extinction coefficients of CLT1 and CLT2 at 365 nm were more than 25000
L/(mol-cm), demonstrating good UV-Vis light absorption capacity and thermal stability, with the thermal
weight loss at 200 °C of only 1.7% and 1.1%, respectively. In the polymerization of tri(propylene glycol)
diacrylate (TPGDA), both CLT1 and CLT2 with different mass fractions achieved double bond conversion
rates >90%, while the traditional commercia initiator 2-isopropyl-9H-thioxanthen-9-one system achieved
double bond conversion rate <80% under the same conditions. CLT1 and CLT2 exhibited excellent
photoinitiation performance and potential practical application value.
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HETRA I 20 4D 60 4-AR K JR e ok iy — Fh B Al
SRR, HAKHUE S i T AR IO | &5 AR g
PEY R (A0 A RIERBHES 7 ), dE— 5] RISk
(R & AR L E S = Bl UV-R0t
T (UV-LED) SRR B A€, UV-LED R
BB GIERT T Z R, HHESERRTS RS
AR, LED SEREGHAMHEFE (35 70%~80% ).
MR, WHBRR TG Y SIS, T H r s AR E Ak
R, EHAE 3D FTED. FRRAYY . &
2 RIS 28 790 45 41 e LA o AT

M5 LR FE IR A R A 5y, |
FESY 0 B8 4 I R A AR RE SO, (HR,
T UV-LED SElE kG, BIMpatiit:, &
GERITIR R 651 K& FIXE UV-LED & 5 K A W i
BORMIGPREL, Kk, JF&3EHF LED K651 &5
XFF LED SR A /Y A e Fndfe ) g E A %L
B A R YR R e M . S5 5 T,
ZCOR G T BB SRR A, BB E L
ST R AR R AT AR R — 2 [ 3
SRR, TSRS A, B RN
Moy Z 5| BIRFR, Hizdl A8 % HA R
R BEPEAIRORL AR SR ) XU 4 AR AR A
T I 305 FL T HE RS B 11T, 3k 5| R A R AR
JFFHAERBERAERZ D, HoTizshZiR, 2
HsI LR S AR IR, 5] Z8CRIK,

BT LR RE, A5 0 DR N o T A
LA BB A% BOER 0K I, A s gl o s | &5
G0 A G A S DR A TR e P SR g i) A 8200
IR, BIAAREN 250, ) H M AR A AS 10 A
T2 T SOk G S 1) 2 P P 3 S B 4, S R
UV-LED & BHGyen o die 223, sk i 42 71 Hook 2
EH 5k RERET

0O

I

o
o

121 2-ZEeAmsLER (V) 694 &
E=HEF A T (10.000g, 64.86 mmol ).
II (11.740g, 58.96 mmol ), Jo/KFKFERA ( 17.930 g,
129.72 mmol ). #i#; ( 749.36 mg, 11.79 mmol ) M
DMF (120 mL ), #EFEgft, FHlRZE 155 °C, AS

o
0 5 0] (0 o) o 0]
K,CO;, C 1 2
on, e KOG ) 0y M T .
DMF
SH Br S
0°~OH
I I v

0 9 5
0O 0 o
/
CLT2

1 SRIGERSY

11 A5

AR IR (1, 4 97% ), XHEAEFEE (1,
4l 98% ), FLPIHE (4HFE 98% ). 1,4- K —REkE-6-
PR 4lBE 97% ), N-ASEH 2R ( NPG, 4E)E 98% ).
TORBEMON SR EL (10D, 4liJF 97%). AT A
(4ifiE 98% ). AIE-N-FUT ZASH] ( PBN, Ziif
98%). i (BP, #lifF 99% ). 2-SFNIEmAR
BUHR C1TX, ZHEE 98% ). B A% B ( TX, ZhJE 98% ).
RPN S NEIREE (TMPTA, 4 95%).
1,6-C B NMEEREE (HDDA, 4l 96% ). 4
SN EE N TRER (TPGDA, 4l 90%), i
LN E A FARA R JTCKBRRE . Bk . NN-—
FHILH LR (DMF), s30ral, K Kbl )
J75 KOHE, bral, K| AN X R KAk
Ry W R, abral, TARIGERE R A R
SIS

Bruker Avancell 400 MHz #% % H4E e 3 4%
A200-9.5/12 #H 7RG HARE AL (ESR), 18
Bruker /A 7 ; AVANCE NEO 600 MHz 4% i 4%
WA, Fi A B s R T E A PR A G6230B iR
3P REAL (HRMS), Cary 60 UV-Vis #4841 1] il
YT (UV-Vis), Cary Eclipse 1556436t
JEit, 3 Agilent AW ; FLS1000 FaAs B /#¢ 6
JEHEAN, PelEl Z T e {XAF A F] 5 Nicolet 5700 AU SEH
£IAMEREAY , 25 F Thermo Nicolet 23 & ; TGA/DSC3+
RSP (TGA ), Fhit Mettler 2 .
12 Ak

JEH1 RN G B LA N B

\

PRYF N 8 h, TLC Wil v ¢ 4, WHlaid g,
TE R IR IL 2 pH~1, ik, HEE K
WUEYE, 45 CHZTHE:, XBR/K4r. 19 9.687 g Hl
Y 2-[(A- WA IR R (), WeE
60.32%, EHEZHT T2 &N,
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B 3.012 g AT 20 mL ez ( Jii #2534k 98% )
£ 27 °CFHEFE 33 h, FIARKH, FEHKE
o1h, BH U8, HABFOKUERIEDE, T 45 °C
o Bk gy, 155 1.682 g 72 2- L B IERT AR
JER, WK 59.86%. 'HNMR (400 MHz, CDCls),
5:9.17 (d, J = 1.7 Hz, 1H), 8.67 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 1H),
8.44~8.14 (m, 1H), 7.71 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 2H), 7.64 (d,
J =7.6Hz, 1H), 7.58 (t, J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 2.76 (s, 3H).
HRMS (ESI), CisH100,S, m/Z: [M+Na]" 3 it fi
277.0209 , i iR {H 277.0281 ; [M+H]" B it A
255.0480, li{{H 255.0462.

122 2-[2-(4-F R K) T K)-9H-FLA E-9-FR
(CLT1) #94&

] 250 mbL B TR A 2- £ Mk 3 A 2% R
(300.00 mg, 1.18 mmol ). #E/fE (215.64 mg,
1.30 mmol ), NaOH ( 94.37 mg, 2.36 mmol ), I
(24mL), FERFHFE 2005, A 100 mL L5
Tk, TG RBEAER (3x30mL ), WEEANLZ,
FHIC/KBREREA T4, R 2RI bR L. HJEK &
P FT AR = P b AT FE 25 A, 4531 90 mg 4l ()t
5l %3] CLT1, W% 18.96%. ‘HNMR (600 MHz,
DMSO-dg), d: 9.11 (s, 1H), 8.51 (dd, J = 13.4, 8.4 Hz,
2H), 8.07 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.92 (dd, J = 11.8,
3.1 Hz, 2H), 7.86~7.77 (m, 2H), 7.66 (t, J = 7.4 Hz,
1H), 7.59 (s, 1H), 7.46 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.05 (d, J =
8.3 Hz, 1H), 3.88 (s, 3H), 3.84 (s, 3H). *CNMR
(151 MHz, DMSO-dg), J: 188.26, 179.13, 151.99,
149.52, 145.84, 141.79, 136.45, 136.35, 133.83,
132.16, 129.72, 129.63, 128.80, 128.75, 127.89,
127.80, 127.63, 127.21, 12459, 119.70, 112.09,
111.61, 56.28, 56.11, HRMS (ESI), C4H1504S, m/Z:
[M+Na] "4} 425.0818, ik {E 425.0817; [M+H]"
T2 403.0999, it E 403.0998.

123 1-(K E-9-8-2-4)-3-34 2 F = ALK
HK)-2-FHi-1-80 (CLT2) #94 &

] 250 mL Beiffi A 2- £ Tk B 2% i
(300.00 mg, 1.18 mmol ), 1,4-7KF —KELE-6-HI ik
(213.02 mg, 1.30 mmol ). NaOH ( 94.37 mg,
236 mmol ). HIfE (2.4mL), W FHik 20h, i
A 100mL E£BFK, B EFBEAER (3x30mL ),
WEEAPLZ, FTCKBRRREN T8, WOEZEBER 2%
o FITC/K CBEXT B AR R ™ My kA7 SE 45 0, 15 51 102
mg i EE &R H) CLT2, IR 21.59%, *HNMR
(600 MHz, DMSO-dg), 6: 9.08 (d, J = 1.3 Hz, 1H),
8.49 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 8.46 (dd, J = 8.4, 1.4 Hz,
1H), 8.01 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.91~7.85 (m, 2H), 7.82
(t,J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 7.72 (d, J = 15.4 Hz, 1H), 7.64 (t,

J=75Hz, 1H), 7.54 (s, 1H), 7.41 (dd, J = 8.4, 1.4 Hz,

1H), 6.95 (d, J = 8.3 Hz, 1H), 4.31 (dd, J = 13.1.

4.7Hz, 4H)., “CNMR (151 MHz, DMSO-dq), o:
188.19, 179.17, 146.56, 14526, 144.12, 141.91,
136.47, 136.24, 133.90, 132.21, 129.81, 129.64,
128.76, 128.56, 127.85, 127.72, 127.27, 123.79,
120.16, 117.96, 117.93, 64.92, 64.43, HRMS (ESI),
CosH1604S, m/Z: [M+Na]* Blit{l 423.0661, id{H
423.0653,

1.3 RIEHZESMHERENK

131 RAEFH %

NMR W3« 74 K H [ AR e A% o e P e i A
HEATIHNMR FIBCNMR I, 7500 A A — 3L
il ( DMSO-dg ) B5ift5 i (CDCl3 ).

HRMS K . A 5 43 FE %4 ( ESI-HRMS)
X E BRI AR T B AT N, RER AT
HEE, RAEE K,

1.3.2 HKignX

PR B WO AT UV-Vis IR, 1870 JCk
N o MR [R] 96 B2 R B9 UV-Vis IISOE 3, SR )5 3t
FHA-L /R 2 (Lambert-Beer Law ), #4E=L (1)
THAEEIRIEC R AL

A=gXxcXL (1)
KA 4 AR ;e MEEIRIHIEFR %L, L/(mol-cm);
c FRUWEE, mol/L; LJEH@IgERE, 1em,

PR ICIE R 96 /36 BT T 3L,
NN ICK N, CLTL Fi CLT2 AYHEE Sy 20 umol/L
PEPE 365 nm [ K AE AP K .

1.3.3 #REAEMN X

FEPIASET 1 ES50 315 BC il ek 2 20 umol/L
M CIERW, B3 mL S BOMAEDERE A 1 em B Eb
M o OBV OO ISR E Y 100 mWiem?® 1)
LED@365 nm St~ i 47 RS, I AE A [ADG
HRBS R Y UV-Vis ko . M (2) i8R
R 6 5| %2 75 B R fife R

R4=(Co—tAg)%(40—A) (2)
K Ry WICREMHE R, mol/(L-s); Co WWIIRIREE,
mol/L; Ao Fl A 4 5IF7R 5| & FRIAEE EHT IS BT
HeRE; ¢+ o CHRETE], s,
1.3.4 #AEE R

HERRAR I — 2 2 e 51 & F a1, i TGA Xf
A0 A HE A7 IR k. e TRV LN
50~600 °C, JHEHZ N 10 °C/min, HERSSR
HEA T
1.35 ARA MK

Pl TMPTA. HDDA F1 TPGDA ( fif#Jh 1g)
S S NEPERG R, LGS ] AR AR 0.1%.
0.3%. 0.5%R R, HT MR . RFHE
A O B OB ROR, B I ARV AR R A 3R
FHLRE, A P iR s FIEET R, L
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HEBR G SR Z [ S, SEE AR . R X
N ff B LED@365 nm it 45 B8, O BB 5
100 mW/cm?, fii I SERF 20 AN REACHE Tl Fe&
WAL R =L (3) 115

Cl% = (1-S,/S0)x100 (3)
K. CNBEFEALR, %; S, N ¢ AR YRR IE
HIUETHTRR 5 So G FRTTIA FR 1 FRR IR I A IS TR AR
1.3.6 EPR %

# CLTL Hilk 11072 mol/L FAL T HEA AW ,
FINAYGE &5 3 f5 i AY NPG = 10D Kot5] % 57
10 fi it ) PBN PEh A BB 160 . 7E RIS T
YA P FEA RS 15 min, DIEBRIER P RES .
SRIE, B A AN, - LED@365 nm (1)t
AR, HDEIEAGC 5 EPRIEA

2 GRS

2.1 eEERS

BHYEE &7 2K H R ( BP), 2-5F N3 24 B
Bl (ITX ), BERGRZEERN (TX ), CLT1 f1 CLT2 7£
JoK M (20 pmol/L ) Hr i UV-Vis KOS )2 CLT1
I CLT21E LN i 2 6 & S 6 s an i 1 7R . CLT1
1 CLT2 78 LG H ' B R S B3R 1,

1.0
a — BP
ITX
0.8+ — TX
— CLTI1
— CLT2

g 06
E)
= 04
0.2
0 1 1
300 330 360 390 420 450
P/nm
120} b — CLT1
— CLT2
100 -

PR /au.
8 3 &

3]
(=]
T

400 450 500 550 600 650 700
Pk/nm
K1 BP.ITX.TX.CLT1HICLT21EJ/K 2} H i) UV-Vis
WO (a) & CLTL Al CLT2 76 K i iy w9 e &
FHOGIE (b)
Fig. 1 UV-Vis absorption spectra of BP, ITX, TX, CLT1
and CLT2 in anhydrous acetonitrile (a) as well as

fluorescence emission spectra of CLT1 and CLT2
in acetonitrile (b)

M la rfDAEH, 65| A& 50 CLTL # CLT2 11y
WG EEIL R T BP, ITX Fl TX. 65l %5 CLT1 Al
CLT2 i) =M e T 365 nm 2247, IHPE T4 T34k
PAR r-r* LT ERET . BUAN, BAEE1 KR T
F£ 365 nm Ab (1% 2 /R 31 Ot & $4>25000 L/(mol-cm), %
B H AT A %0 0 365 nm ), NHAE UV-LED@
365 nm JIE T AN HIZEE 1A, f & 1b ATAT,
TR 365 nm JEKAGIEA T &R CLTL Fl
CLT2, HPOUmEABRZE T, HXPW 2 K5
357 T 494 FI 483 nm AL, e A ik TN FbS
. AL, CLT1 Al CLT2 W7t TR
2.13%. 0.97%, FM/rF PSR g #4140 i 2z 5
SR RN o F RO A R P A s Of HL
BARBY G FWCR R W5 AR IOERe s, 7T
EmR e R E MG BAA = \EMAS, LA
L G R MERE

# 1 CLT1 M CLT2 7 LI h i e v i 24
Table 1 Photophysical properties of CLT1 and CLT2 in

acetonitrile
v Amad Emax! £365/ Aexl Qvy/
Frah O [L/(mol-cm)] [L/(mol-cm)]  nm ans Ty,
CLT1 366 25590 25610 494 57 213
CLT2 360 33910 33240 483 6.0 0.97

Tt Amae WK 3 ema WELKEEIR TSRS ea0s
J7 365 nm KA SR BB Ao BRI « MU
S QY AT R TUE,

YeB|&F CLTL #1 CLT2 W E R4 F#E
(HOMO) FIEALK ¥4 FHEE (LUMO) A
2 iR

CLTI CLT2
? L ] . p b g ’ [ ] ‘ A e
»20000. 'o‘).’.‘"‘. 4
wvo °r4,09.7 909 4.4,09." 959
~2.50 €V ~2.52eV
q,
N ] N J ? + Q 1 "
N NP ‘ o e & Y
HOMO [ [ :',’J Pty J'J’?
I YV & IR ;
—5.81 eV ~597 eV

2 CLT11CLT21E B3LYP/def2-SVP 340 N i/ T
Fig. 2 Molecular orbitals of CLT1 and CLT2 in B3LYP/
def2-SVP basis set

ME 2 7] I 1, HOMO #iE B4 P 1E /T
(AL SR BT — 3, T LUMO %038 W) 43 A 75 3% {4 3t
Pk R b, XFAA B TR TR A T
B IR . CLTL R CLT2 JE I AH T A0 B, 1t
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YRR 5 s, CLTL 1 CLT2 W Wiridesim B 2 i 4
KRB WEIRA D 60.2%F1 59.6%, FIHG| & FI4T

B HAE BRI ) B BAT — 5 AR R

2.2 MEaBRBERBARBAEEST
CLT1 Al CLT2 ZEAS[R] 't HR A [] T Ay o At 155 4
K 3 s,

0.8

0.6

0.4

6 fau.

0.2 =

300 330 360 390 420 450
K /nm

B a.u.

300 330 360 390 420 450

0 1I0 2IO 3IO 4IO SIO 60
AiffEl/s

B 3 JeBI&F4AF CLTL (a) Ml CLT2 (b) #ETK NG

FRYRESOGREMRIK ; CLTL FI CLT2 7EGMEfR L 12

365 nm AL RSB AR L (¢)

Steady-state photodegradation of photoinitiator

molecules CLT1 (a) and CLT2 (b) in anhydrous

acetonitrile; Absorbance changes at 365 nm
during photodegradation of CLT1 and CLT2 (c)

Fig. 3

M 3 ATLUE Y, fe KW I g i B Bifi 't A 1]
B . R, RIS R EE] KR4
TH A, FBOREZ LSRR, TOobEdS
AHREI/ N o [R]E, SGRE ik 72 th7E 300 nm LI (Y
WAL U R AR AR R, K R R A A AR T R R
PR EE R 0T o A W B Bt A ) 9 A4k, AT DA
B CLTL A1 CLT2 1Y I firk o 32 5 5053 il o
2.60x107 F1 2.13x107 mol/(L-s), {HiS 1 &M, 16

WG RE SR, BEME DL AT b & A Stk 2 I A
A 3G T A
5| &5 CLT1 1 CLT2 ) TGA 455 AnE 4 Fios

100

[ee] O
o (=]
T T

(=)
(=]
T

BRi R B %%
3

w
[=]

| — cLT1
| — CcLT2

IS
<

100 200 300 400 500 600
1R EE/C

El 4 7145 CLTLH CLT2 /Y TGA fh£k
Fig.4 TGA curvesof CLT1 #l CLT2

ME 4 ATLIEH, CLT1 MR B A T
192 °C, £ 200 °CHf, Jsii/b T 1.7%; CLT2 1
PR R IR E SN 183 °C, 7E 200 °CH k) Ji 2 45 <
K 1.1%, BT CLT1., 45HEM, WALTI A
FIFE 200 °CHy ARG B T ¥R R4 #F8 e
P, RIS B 22 B N K
23 RBREMEST

38 2 SERF LT AN GRS & 5] Kk T W T
KRR RA AMERENERE, B 5 LRETRE
7 A e R S R =

o @ §_©— LED@365 nm =
a2 Y o ) 100 mW/cm? CLTI  CLT2
Phg%ommators + mer, >

Mone: > ;
& Photopolymerization ‘ ‘

0
b < 9 o o} o 0
(0} TMPTA HDDA TPGDA
K5 HRELSERER (a) L¥ikga (b)

Fig. 5 Schematic diagram of photopolymerization process
(a) and structure of monomers (b)

ME 5 ATLIE R ) TPGDA |
HDDA F1 TMPTA 255,

%l 6a.b >y CLT1 Ail CLT2 ZE AR i 5 R 51
K HLR TPGDA JEA MBIk RURE RS ALK, AT LB
Bl 5| R B a3 B 1S K, TPGDA 1 BUERE A% Ak
R LA R K 6a s, s34
1 0.1%0 CLTLR R, BAfRIr S B i 2 (bR
H92%, KT s HCH 0.3%F1 0.5%fA R ik 2|
() 95% 71 96%RUsH L %
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100

N o]
(] S
T T

SURFALZE %%
N

- 0.1%CLT!
20 | 0.3%CLT1

0.5%CLT1

0 1 1 1 1 1
0 40 80 120 160 200 240

B [al/s

b A ORGP TR AN

IR R %

- 0.1%CLT2
0.3%CLT2
/ 0.5%CLT2

0 40 80 120 160 200 240
B [al/s

100
C W

80 |-
§ 6 e 0.1%CLT2/TPGDA
hal 0.1%CLT2/HDDA
ﬁ% 20 0.1%CLT2/TMPTA
=9

20}

0 J 1 1 1 1 1
0 40 80 120 160 200 240
A
100
d

80 |-
=
# 60 L
=
&
®a0 - 0.1%CLTI
= 0.1%CLT2

20| 0.1%ITX

- 0.1%ITX/0.5%NPG/0.5%I0D
0 I I I I I
0 40 80 120 160 200 240

RIS

K6 ANFEBEEH CLTL(a) #1 CLT2(b) 51 % TPGDA
KA WD) 2e; Biit 780 0.1%0) CLT2 51 %
AR BERE S M4 (c); CLT1, CLT2
SEADETIER 1TX 51 % TPGDA R4 13 J1 %
Mgk (d)

Fig. 6 Kinetic curves of TPGDA polymerization initiated
by CLT1 (a) and CTL2 (b) with different mass
fractions; Kinetic curves of different monomers
polymerization initiated by CLT2 with a mass
fraction of 0.1% (c); Kinetic curves of TPGDA
polymerization initiated by CLT1, CLT2 and
commercia photoinitiator ITX (d)

CLT2 7EH & /3500 0.1%. 0.3%Fi1 0.5%HF, 52
LAY PR XU L AL R TC B W22 57, 435010 94% ., 95%
1 96% (& 6b), FFUaBAME, 5] K& 504
M\ 0.3%3 %= 0.5%01f, TPGDA it S #4 b A8 [k 45
AN, RIS R A B B i e 2O R AR
BRI THEA R A R4S CLTL il CLT2 523 e &k
MR R (>90% ) JLP-—2, SR 22 BE
AR LI, CTL2 BA B i) SR G5 &
HOR R BIG] & AL SRS H 0 di i 25 5 2T 51
R R 7 A i

HE— 5 DU 380k 0.1%89 CLT2 ], %58
THBIEARE R BARR A RE S, 455K 6c
JIi 7R o TPGDA PRI LA vy Y WU 2% 1 IR 8 138 T
HH Eb H At 5 R B B T G XU A fE R . X% F HDDA
WK, FERE WA B AL EURZEF TPGDA, H
JEH XU T ALK 0 90%, KT TPGDA. HItLZ T,
TMPTA B4R FI R A& # R E LT TPGDA
HDDA, XAIREEH A, 1% — 5 A8 BA 1A% 3 ik
REERR, M —EREE LIS 765 &R
WRNMIZE 58, BTG R BARE,

BJm BT &5 CLT1 il CLT2 S5/ 51 %
FIATX PEATXTH, Z53An1E 6d i, fEAM ) B
5740 (0.1%) T, CLT1 il CLT2 5] % TPGDA &
B AR AL R LT ITX, ITX BA— R RS
TUEEFEAL N 79% (<80% ), ¥RANF /%00 0.5%
FIBIF NPG 110D J&, 133 1ITX =#Ha51 KIK R

( 0.1%ITX/0.5%NPG/0.5%I0D ), XL b #42 T}
% 83%, {HAWET CLTL Fl CLT2, FiRZhH%Eu,
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